Exploring Computers

Period 5

There is not an aspect of our lives that isn’t touched by computers. It is important that we are comfortable enough with computers to use them to their fullest. Understanding computers will help us achieve our educational goals. In this class we will explore the world of computers: how they are built (hardware), how they work (software) and how they are connected together (networks and the Internet).  We will also explore the world of information – how we use it, where we can find accurate, reliable and valid information.

Note: For the first part of the semester we will be using my personal website http://www.graphcom.org/5a_5b.html. On this webpage you will find links to all handouts and lecture notes. It is my goal to have the students complete all their work in class, however there may be times when they will have homework.

Course Requirements

It is expected that students entering this class will have developed some fundamental concepts and skills. We will be sharpening and reinforcing these skills throughout the semester.

General Skills: 

Students should be able to

· Communicate observations and understanding orally during discussions

· Write a thesis statement and be able to support it with observations

· Summarize learned concepts 

Math Skills: 

Students should be able to 

· Perform basic math functions

· Be able to estimate outcomes

· Understand proportional relationships

Language Arts Skills: 

Students should be able to

· Spell words properly

· Use correct grammar

· Self edit

· Write a logical paragraphs 

How to Succeed

Real learning takes place when students actively explore the material, listen to what other have to say and share what they find. This means you have to take an active part in your learning and no one can do that for you but together we can work together to make learning easier and enjoyable. The bottom line to doing well in this class (or any class) is to participate actively.

Class Rules

· Respect yourself and others: this includes listening when others are talking, not making rude remarks and behaving in class.

· Being on time

· Being responsible 

Materials

Paper and pencils and /or pens

A flash drive (AKA USB drive, thumb drives, etc.)

Grading

In this class you will earn points; I don’t give grades you earn them. So it is up to you how well you do in this class. You will be graded on participation, projects and quizzes. Grades will be based on total number of points earned.

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F 
	0-59


